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tion it should go. Some of the larger chortens had their bases
moulded into bas-reliefs of dragons,, horses, lions and phoenixes.
The monastery itself was white, with the usual red frieze under
the roof. These bands are always made in the same way, by
laying bundles of sticks closely bound and painted red, so that
the cut-off ends face outwards like a brush. The setting of Yuru
Gompa is unsurpassed and the first sight of it, is an unforget-
tably stirring experience.

Unfortunately it seems to have suffered by its proximity to
the main caravan route; being the first big monastery on this
road, it is visited by every tourist who enters Ladak. Its monks
give the impression of being venal, and they hold the record for
the number of requests for bakshish which they address to the
stranger. When I was going over the building, a group of
nuns from the village also assembled in the courtyard and
shouted " bakshish " in chorus.

It is inconceivable that an edifice so rich architecturally
should not also have been correspondingly endowed with
pictures, books and other sacred furniture of the best periods;
but the movable objects must have been disposed of long since,
for most of what I saw in the temples was second-rate. It was
plundered by the Dogra armies in the 'forties; but that does not
explain the matter entirely, for soldiers would tend to carry
off only objects made of precious metals. Also the decorative
arts had not at that date shown any serious signs of decline
and replacements of pictures and statues would still have been
possible without noticeable loss of quality. I suspect that
archaeologists, curio-dealers and travellers have played their
part in stripping Yuru of its treasures, abetted by the more
unworthy among its sacristans.

Though the movable furniture is not up to standard, the same
cannot be said of the fixtures, such as painted woodwork and
paintings on walls. The former craft, which is lavished on all
rich houses or temples in Ladak, never ceases to delight by its
delicate drawing and brilliant colouring. The motifs employed
$re much the same everywhere, consisting of sprigs of flowers
and pairs of dragons or birds, set out on capitals, brackets,
beams and panels; but the variety achieved within the set
convention is astonishing.

The temples of Yuru are in a poor state of repair. Cracks
have appeared in walls which have been painted only recently,